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aside, leave you absolutely free to ride rough-shod
over the opinions of others and to frame a
constitution of your own design, then to put the
scheme on the Statute book and enforce it for
you with the aid of their armed forces. How far,
one may ask, are these specific demands consistent
with the much-vaunted boast of independence
and self-determination. If you are really serious
about independence and self-determination, why
not ask the British to withdraw from the scene
Altogether, so that we could settle our own manner
of self-determination and determine our own form
of Government in complete freedom? But the
only sanction which exists in the mind of Mr.
Gandhi and the Congress is the sanction of the
British Government. Mr. Gandhi himself openly
confessed that they could play at democracy only
under the protecting wings of the British power,
and he feared that once the British withdrew
the whole country would be overrun by the
Muslims and other martial classes of the North.
The only independence that Mr. Gandhi and the
Congress can think of is the acquisition of a
certain amount of power by the Hindu majority
to control and direct the internal affairs of th&
country under the protection of British arms. They
Would be satisfied with power to administer the
internal policy and economy of the country witii
a view to establishing a Hindu hegemony and tfee